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Introduction
Fencing New Zealand (FeNZ) is an affiliated member of the International Fencing Federation (FIE) who are recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the world governing body of fencing and are responsible for establishing the rules. There are a total of 156 affiliated member Federations. 
It is the responsibility of every fencer to learn and understand the implications of the FIE rules and regulations, if you need assistance, it is the duty of your coach to help you with this.
FeNZ is a 'not for profit' organisation and it does not get any NZ government funding, either directly or via Sport NZ. All Board members, Regional Administration and Officials are volunteers.


Rules
All Fencing New Zealand National Competitions follow the current FIE Rules as found on the FIE Website, except where specifically over-ridden by approved, and publicly published documents.  These specific Fencing New Zealand rules can be found on the FeNZ website and are regularly updated.

As of February 2025, the only rules the FeNZ has over-rides for are:
t.169     Reporting of Black Cards to FeNZ Officiating Committee NOT to FIE, and subsequent processing
m.25 – m33 (only some parts) Uniform Standards
t.124.1.c.i     Use of FeNZ National Ranking(s) prior to the poules rather than FIE ranking and for use in conjunction with ‘P’ Cards
m2.1   Weapon Standards to exclude Maraging Sabre Blades

Any changes to these rules are the responsibility of the Officiating Commission.  Please refer all enquiries to Officiating@fencing.org.nz


National Championship Competition Formats
Individual Events
For all national Competitions, including the National Championships, individual competitions will be fenced as:
· one round of pools of six and / or seven, wherever possible, 100% of fencer will be promoted
· appropriate direct elimination phase, either complete or incomplete tableaux, with no repechage
· at the final four (semi-finals), an introduction of the semi-finalists in bout order pairs, with Referees
· Before the start of the Final Match, an introduction of Fencers and referee(s) will occur
· on completion of finals, a medals ceremony of the top four finalists (according to final ranking) for presentation of medallists and presentation of the fifth through eight for Certificates.
Team Events
Teams are seeded on the basis of the team scores. Team scores are based on the named team members’ final ranking in the associated individual events. Any team member who did not fence in the associated individual event, is assigned a ranking equal to the last fencer for that event plus one.
In determining the team score, only the final ranking of the top three ranked team members will be totalled to determine each team’s score. Teams are placed on the direct elimination tableau according to their team score (lowest being first seed).
Each team match comprises a 45 Hit Relay format bout.
Entry Information pack will identify if it is necessary to separate the losing semi-finalists so a bout for third and fourth place may not be required.
Fencing New Zealand will use the above formats for all Veteran Championships without differentiation according to age. This is due to the small number of Veterans competing, should the number of competitors increase then a move to age group based events will be implemented.
International Championship Competition Formats
Fencing New Zealand also hosts competitions on behalf of Oceania Fencing Confederation and Commonwealth Fencing Federation.  These Competitions or any other hosted by New Zealand on behalf of other federations will follow the FIE rules as written in the FIE Rule Manuals and located on the FIE website (WWW.FIE.ORG) and the four situations referred to previously will not apply.
The international Organisations may specify variations to the FIE Rules.
FeNZ & FIE Rules	February 2025	Officiating Committee
image1.png
W Fencing New Zealand

N
/NewZeaIand (Fencing New Zealand Incorporated)




