FISU and UTSNZ World University Games Eligibility Criteria: Q&A
Q: Who is eligible to participate in the FISU World University Games?
A: To participate, students must meet the following criteria:
1. Be officially enrolled and actively studying toward a diploma or degree (Level 5 or above) at a recognised tertiary institution in New Zealand or overseas.
1. Be a New Zealand citizen with a current and full New Zealand passport.
1. Be between 18 and 25 years old as of December 31 in the year of the event.
1. Alternatively, recent graduates who completed their diploma or degree within the 12 months prior to the event may also be eligible.
Q: Can students studying certificate-level programs participate?
A: No, students enrolled in certificate-level programmes (Level 1–4) are not eligible. To qualify, students must be studying toward a diploma or degree programme (Level 5 or above) that aligns with NZQA-recognised standards.
Q: Can someone enrol in a single paper to gain eligibility?
A: No, students cannot simply enrol in a single paper to gain eligibility. Participants must be officially registered as progressing toward a full qualification at Level 5 or higher, such as a diploma, bachelor's degree, or equivalent. Students may be studying part-time and only doing a reduced workload but they still must provide evidence that they are genuinely progressing towards a diploma or degree.
Q: Are students at institutions outside universities, polytechnics, and wānanga eligible?
A: Yes, students studying at tertiary institutions not listed among recognised universities, polytechnics, or wānanga may still be eligible, provided their course is NZQA-accredited and they meet all other criteria.
Q: What if a student is enrolled in an overseas institution?
A: Students studying overseas are eligible if they meet the same academic and age criteria and are attending a tertiary institution recognised by their country's national academic authority.
Q: How does UTSNZ verify eligibility?
A: UTSNZ requires proof of enrolment in an eligible course, verified by the academic institution. Recent graduates must provide a graduation certificate signed by a New Zealand Justice of the Peace or university registrar.
Q: Are there any additional requirements for non-member campuses?
A: Yes, students from non-UTSNZ member campuses may be charged an additional participation fee, as determined by UTSNZ for the event.
Q: What institutions are recognised by UTSNZ?
A: UTSNZ recognises all universities, polytechnics, and wānanga in New Zealand listed under the Ministry of Education’s approved tertiary institutions. However, students from other tertiary institutions not explicitly listed may also be eligible as long as their qualifications meet NZQA-accredited standards.

